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1. I would like to express my delegation’s appreciation to Mr. Chandra Ramanathan, 

Office-in-Charge for Program, Planning, Budget and Accounts, Mr. David Donoghue, 

Chair of the 2014 Working Group on Contingent-Owned Equipment, Mr. Anthony Banbury, 

Assistant-Secretary-General for Field Support, Ms. Catherine Pollard, Assistant-

Secretary-General for Human Resources Management, Ms. Carman LaPointe, Under-

Secretary-General for Internal Oversight Services and Mr. Carlos Luiz Massieu, Chair of 

the ACABQ for presenting their respective reports. The presence of the six figures in this 

formal meeting symbolically represents the complexity of peacekeeping operations today. 

 

2. Mr. Chairman, standing before ever-increasing mandates in increasingly challenging 

environment, my delegation asks itself how we should implement them. My delegation 

believes that those who work for the cause of peacekeeping operations are called upon to 

exert creativity and ensure that progress is possible. For the part of the Secretariat, the 

way of doing business must be reviewed periodically and renewed properly. For example, 

the area of air transportation is where we see the biggest expenditure in operational costs, 

$758 million or 10.4% of the total expenditure for 2012-13 peacekeeping operations. At 

the same time, we need robust air transportation management to properly execute 

everyday operations of peacekeeping in the field. My delegation notes that the Secretariat 

 



has taken innovative efforts to respond to surge, unforeseen and ad hoc requirements 

through temporary reassignment of commercially contracted aircraft between missions. It 

has also take steps to procure an air transport management system by developing a 

series of aviation modules. My delegation hopes that the Secretariat will sustain such 

efforts to secure a global air operations management system and enable optimal use of 

air transportation. We also hope that the Secretariat will sophisticate the division of labor 

among related units for the management of peacekeeping air operations. 

 

3. Regarding the Global Field Support Strategy, my delegation would like to commend the 

related teams, including the Global Service Center and the Regional Service Center, for 

their efforts in streamlining supporting functions of the field operations. The service line 

delivery model in Entebbe provides a sound example of innovation. It incorporates six-

sigma analysis and does so on the basis of interaction with staff, contributing to effective 

and efficient delivery of mandates. My delegation hopes that such a change management 

plan will fully realize its benefits during the remaining phase of the Strategy and beyond. 

 

4. Me delegation also takes note of the allegations regarding sexual exploitation and 

abuse in peacekeeping missions. While looking forward to seeing the assessment of the 

expert team deployed to the four missions, we urge the Secretariat to re-double its efforts 

to enforce the zero tolerance policy. Ceaseless efforts in this regard matter most.  

 

5. And as for the reimbursement rates of the contingent-owned equipment, my delegation 

will be expecting further discussions in the informal consultations. 

 

6. Mr. Chairman, I would now like to draw your attention to the Fifth Committee at large. 

We, too, are faced with challenges to ensure that this intergovernmental body becomes 

more efficient. The issuance of some ACABQ reports at the very last minute gave 

Member States insufficient time to carefully consider them before the beginning of the 

session. Member States, on the other hand, are faced with an opportunity to adopt a 

resolution on the cross-cutting issues and a self-reflexive question of when we will be able 

to finish this second resumed session. As we ask the Secretariat for reforms, innovations, 

improvements or enhancements of its working methods, let us also ask ourselves what 

we can do to promote efficiency within the Fifth Committee. 

 

7. Having that question on its mind, my delegation pledges its utmost to constructively 

engage in the coming discussions. /END/ 


